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VETERAN OLE MISS SECONDARY 
PICKS UP THE SLACK
Season-ending injuries to Jaylon 
Jones and Montrell Custis have 
hindered the defensive backfield’s 
depth. However, coaches believe 
these Rebels can make a difference 
with those players out.
SEE PAGE 7
ON SCREEN: THE STARS OF 
‘A SIMPLE FAVOR’ COMBINE 
HUMOR, INTRIGUE
Anna Kendrick and Blake Lively are 
“caught in a constantly shifting, cat-
and-mouse game” in this film that 







Honors enrollment up, retention remains level
Overby Center presents civil rights memoir
The enrollment of the Sally 
McDonnell Barksdale Honors 
College at the University 
of Mississippi has recently 
increased, but the retention 
rate of the Honors College has 
largely remained the same.
“Generally speaking, the 
students who come in as 
first-semester freshmen will 
graduate with us about 50-54 
percent of the time,” said 
John Samonds, the associate 
dean of the Honors College. 
“Of (the) freshman class that 
entered the university in 
2012, 50 percent graduated 
in the Honors College, while 
72 percent of them graduated 
from the university in four 
years.”
Nonetheless, the Honors 
College has concerned itself 
with growing its retention 
rate and cultivating it to 
reflect a higher average.
Douglass Sullivan-
Gonzalez, dean of the Honors 
College, said he would like 
to see the Honors College 
retention rate nearing 80 or 
90 percent, eventually. 
“The Honors College has 
grown tremendously, and 
when I arrived in 2002, there 
were 252 students … now we 
are up to 1,600 students,” 
he said. “We invest a lot of 
money into our students — 
around $2,000 per honors 
student — so it would be great 
to see these numbers going up 
… discussions are being had 
on how we can increase these 
numbers.”
The Honors College staff 
has been researching reasons 
that students are leaving the 
Honors College in an effort 
to discover what changes 
may be made to raise the 
overall retention rate. 
“We surveyed six years’ 
worth of honors students, 
and the main thing we’ve 
found is that GPA is one of 
the main reasons students 
are not graduating within the 
Honors College,” Sullivan-
Gonzalez said.
According to Public 
University Honors, the Ole 
Miss Honors College ranks 
among the best honors 
colleges in the nation, 
Ed Meek’s name could be 
removed from the School of 
Journalism and New Media 
quicker than university officials 
originally expected.
Ole Miss Chancellor Jeffrey 
Vitter said in a statement on 
Tuesday that the university 
plans to expedite the process for 
removing the donor’s name in 
response to Meek’s request over 
the weekend that his name be 
removed.
Vitter said the Graduate 
Council and Undergraduate 
Council would vote on the 
measure by email Tuesday 
night. Both councils are 
comprised of faculty members 
and one student voting member. 
Vitter also said Meek’s donation 
to the university may not be 
returned to him because of legal 
reasons, but the next steps will 
be discussed with Meek’s family.
“There have been comments 
from members of the public and 
the media recommending that 
the university return the naming 
gift,” Vitter said. “State and 
federal law and the terms of the 
original agreement governing 
the management of these 
funds prohibit the university 
from making such a move 
unilaterally.”
Meek could not be reached for 
comment on Tuesday afternoon. 
Graduate Council Chair 
Christy Wyandt said she is not 
a voting member of the council 
and that only faculty council 
members and the student 
representative can vote on this 
item, at this level.
“The Graduate Council is 
currently considering the 





SEE MEEK PAGE 3SEE HONORS PAGE 3
We surveyed six 
years’ worth of 
honors students, 
and the main 
thing we’ve found 
is that GPA is 
one of the main 
reasons students 
are not graduating 
within the Honors 
College.”
Douglass Sullivan-Gonzalez
Dean of the Honors College
PHOTO: REED JONES
Anne Farris Rosen, daughter of Mississippi civil rights reporter John Herbers, spoke about her late father’s memoir, “Deep South Dispatch: Memoir of a 
Civil Rights Journalist,” at the Overby Center for Southern Journalism and Politics last night. “He was in Selma, shoulder-to-shoulder with Martin Luther 
King, covering it,” Rosen said of her father. “He has done a lot, and the book speeds through the details. Also, it really does embrace a personal narrative for 
him — a revelation.” Rosen joined a panel of speakers that included McComb Enterprise-Journal editor Charles Dunagin, Overby Center chairman Charles 
Overby and Overby Fellow Curtis Wilkie.
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What makes a fair trial in Kavanaugh allegations
COLUMN
On Sunday another wrench 
was thrown into Circuit Judge 
Kavanaugh’s Supreme Court 
hearing. New allegations of 
sexual misconduct by the 
nominee have surfaced. In a 
story published by The New 
Yorker, Deborah Ramirez, 
a fellow Yale classmate 
of Kavanaugh, accuses 
Kavanaugh of indecently 
exposing himself to her at a 
party. Though the accusations 
are serious, the evidence just 
does not add up.
Both The New Yorker and 
The New York Times have 
published pieces about the 
accusations, posting findings 
and evidence from their 
investigative journalism. 
But the accusations made 35 
years after the fact may be 
too late.
In the original piece 
published by The New 
Yorker, there are no 
witnesses to corroborate 
Ramirez’s accusation. Those 
that do speak in support 
of her testimony were 
only able to say that they 
remember hearing about 
the incident. Richard Oh 
and Mark Krasberg, both 
classmates of Ramirez and 
Kavanaugh, said that they 
remember hearing about the 
incident; however, neither 
could identify those who 
were a part of the incident. 
A third classmate, who 
remained unidentified in the 
article, spouts a “he said, she 
said” narrative, stating that 
another student had told him 
about the incident around 
the time it had occurred. 
Even Ramirez’s best friend 
and confidant during their 
college years was contacted 
about the story and stated 
that she had never heard of 
this incident until now.
Close friends of Kavanaugh 
also came forward in the 
article to defend the character 
of the Supreme Court 
nominee. Dan Murphy, in 
his statements to The New 
Yorker, said of himself and 
his friends, “We can say with 
confidence that if the incident 
Debbie alleges ever occurred, 
we would have seen or heard 
about it — and we did not.”
The New York Times ran 
a story similar to that of 
The New Yorker, contacting 
classmates of Ramirez and 
Kavanaugh to try to obtain 
the full story. However, it 
found no one with “firsthand 
knowledge” of the incident. 
The article goes on to say that 
Ramirez also contacted her 
fellow Yale classmates and, 
in talking with them, said 
she could not be certain it 
was Kavanaugh who exposed 
himself to her.
Clearly, there is a lack of 
evidence in the case that 
Ramirez is trying to make 
against Kavanaugh. While 
her story should be told, the 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
should ensure that these 
serious allegations are 
properly proven. Not one 
person that The New Yorker 
or The New York Times 
talked to was able to state 
that, without a doubt, it was 
Kavanaugh who exposed 
himself to Ramirez or that the 
event happened.
The lack of firsthand 
evidence points to a possibly 
politically charged allegation. 
The New Yorker reports in 
the same article accusing 
Kavanaugh of sexual 
misconduct that Ramirez 
is a registered Democrat 
and “works toward human 
rights, social justice, and 
social change.” All of these 
are noble causes, but this 
is a serious allegation with 
serious consequences, if 
proven true.
The Senate Judiciary 
Committee should be 
thorough in its investigation 
of witnesses. Ramirez should 
testify and present a case 
against Kavanaugh. But until 
a fair trial has occurred, 
Kavanaugh’s name should not 
be marred.
Lauren Moses is sophomore 
accounting and political 
science major from Dallas.
LAUREN MOSES
THEDMOPINION@GMAIL.COM
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“If you’ve seen this guy,  
you’re a fan.  





School of Journalism and New 
Media to rename the school, 
removing the Meek name,” 
Wyandt said. “I anticipate that 
the vote will be completed 
within the next day or so.”
Vice President of the Student 
Graduate Council Alexandros 
Sivvopoulos serves as the 
student voting member on the 
Graduate Council and said he 
voted “yes” on the proposal to 
rename the Meek School.
Sivvopoulos said he supports 
a previous statement by the 
Graduate Student Council 
saying Meek acted in a manner 
inconsistent with the University 
Creed. He said he respects 
Meek’s personal request to 
have his name removed as well 
as the right of the journalism 
school faculty to determine the 
school’s name.
Chair of the Undergraduate 
Council Charlotte Pegues could 
not be reached for comment 
regarding the vote.
If the Graduate Council and 
the Undergraduate Council 
both approve the request, 
the Council of Academic 
Administrators will then 
discuss and vote on the 
measure.
Chair of the Faculty Senate 
Brice Noonan is a voting 
member of that committee. He 
said that he intends to vote in 
favor of removing Meek’s name 
from the building and supports 
the School of Journalism and 
New Media faculty members’ 
decision.
“I feel that the folks that 
are working in the (School of 
Journalism and New Media) 
that bears the name that they 
feel that does not adequately 
represent their academic unit,” 
Noonan said. “If they wish to 
disassociate (with Meek), then I 
support them.”
Jim Zook, associate vice 
chancellor for strategic 
communication and marketing, 
declined to answer questions 
about the voting process.
MEEK
continued from page 1
receiving a 4.5 of 5 rating. 
To remain in the Honors 
College throughout their 
time at Ole Miss, students 
must maintain a minimum 
GPA of 3.20 as freshmen, 
3.40 as sophomores and 3.50 
as juniors. A GPA of 3.50 
is required for a student to 
graduate with a degree from 
the Honors College.
“When the college was 
created, it was decided that a 
student should graduate with 
a minimum of a 3.50 (GPA), 
which is the requirement for 
a student to graduate with 
cum laude honors,” Samonds 
said. 
Honors College leadership 
claims it has a lot of options 
on the table regarding the 
future of how the Honors 
College can improve its 
retention rates.
“Do we create a thesis 
or nonthesis track? 
Do we change the GPA 
requirements? There are a 
number of ways we can go 
about changing things, and 
those discussions are being 
had,” Sullivan-Gonzalez said. 
“But, we also have to examine 
what the consequences are of 
changing and making those 
options available.”
Alan Cuff, a junior at the 
university who was dismissed 
from the Honors College after 
completing his sophomore 
year, said the problem lies 
within the rapid dismissal of 
students who are unable to 
meet the GPA requirement 
during their freshman and 
sophomore years.
“The probationary period 
they offered me was only a 
summer term, and that was 
pretty insufficient to turn my 
GPA around,” Cuff said. “My 
GPA was .09 points below 
the requirement, and I would 
have had to get 10 hours of 
4.0 credits to get a 3.40 … 
that was not realistic, because 
taking a summer term is 
costly and time-consuming.”
Cuff said he understands 
the reasoning behind the 3.50 
GPA requirement for seniors. 
He said that this is a good 
standard for honors students. 
However, he said the Honors 
College administration should 
be more understanding 
about students being able to 
improve their GPAs after a 
rough semester.
“The Honors College should 
consider offering a chance 
at improving GPA on a more 
realistic scale and possibly 
wait to dismiss students at 
the end of their junior year 
for GPA reasons,” he said. “I 
could potentially rejoin the 
Honors College if that was 
the case.”
Sullivan-Gonzalez said 
he feels the college should 
be less concerned about 
students’ GPAs and, instead, 
be more concerned about 
students understanding their 
responsibility to be a “citizen-
scholar” and about teaching 
students the essential skills 
and tools they will need 
beyond their undergraduate 
education.
“But this is a faculty 
discussion, and while I have 
input, it requires many 
members of the faculty to 
ultimately decide where to 
take the Honors College next 
to improve the retention 
rate,” he said.
HONORS
continued from page 1
PHOTOS: CHRISTIAN JOHNSON
Ed Meek, the namesake of the Meek School of Journalism and New Media, has requested his name be removed from the school following controversy around 
a now-deleted post on his Facebook page. 
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Star actresses make old tropes new again in ‘A Simple Favor’
After several scandalous 
publicity stunts and teaser 
trailers about the film, “A 
Simple Favor” came to theatres 
to relieve us from the hype-
charged air created by Blake 
Lively and Anna Kendrick. 
Based on the novel by Darcey 
Bell, the mystery movie features 
both actresses as strong 
female characters caught in a 
constantly shifting, cat-and-
mouse game.
The film starts out simply: 
vlogger-mom Stephanie 
(Kendrick) investigates the 
disappearance of her best friend 
and confidant, Emily (Lively). In 
addition to growing her online 
fanbase, Stephanie becomes 
her own private detective and 
outsmarts fashion moguls and 
camp counselors alike. Over 
the course of the film, stakes 
are heightened as Emily’s case 
unravels. Murder, betrayal 
and greed lay traps for the two 
mothers.
Stephanie is the quintessential 
Kendrick character — 
simultaneously quirky and 
awkward yet sophisticated 
and sexy. The plot follows the 
progression of Stephanie and 
Emily’s friendship, allowing 
viewers to join Stephanie 
throughout the experience of 
finding her only friend.
Stephanie’s Martha Stewart-
like facade crumbles quickly, 
and we find out that she is an 
unreliable narrator, which is 
both frustrating and essential to 
conceal the turns of events later 
in the film.
Lively, on the other hand, 
breaks out of her Barbie-doll 
typecast to play the deceitful 
and conniving phantom, Emily. 
She’s a grossly successful career 
woman among a gaggle of stay-
at-home moms and at least one 
dad, played by the hilarious 
Andrew Rannells. It seems that 
everyone knows an Emily — 
that “How does she do it?” girl 
who can balance the world on 
her pinky. Viewers can attach 
themselves to Lively and her 
mysterious ambiance and, as a 
result, can relate to Stephanie’s 
obsession to find her.
What begins as a classic, clean 
whodunit quickly escalates into 
a web of plot twists that not 
even the characters themselves 
can decipher. The movie gets 
close to the level of “Gone Girl” 
in terms of plot-spinning during 
the first half, but soon after 
that, “A Simple Favor” becomes 
more of a dark comedy than a 
cinematic thriller.
As viewers sort through 
which characters they can and 
can’t trust, the film becomes 
confusing. The plot’s pacing 
increases exponentially as the 
storyline progresses, and there 
are plenty of “Wait, what just 
happened?” moments.
Despite the whiplash effect 
it causes, “A Simple Favor” 
gives us a refreshing look at 
interpersonal relationships 
during a crisis. From the 
budding chemistry bubbling 
between Emily’s husband, Sean 
(Henry Golding), and Stephanie 
to the rising tension caused by 
the police’s steadily increasing 
interest in the duo, the 
characters go through the stages 
of grief while learning to avoid 
the pitfalls around them.
The dialogue for this movie 
is snappy and stylish, thanks to 
screenwriter Jessica Sharzer. 
Kendrick and Lively certainly 
share some laugh-out-loud 
moments, and watching the 
two banter makes this movie 
as enjoyable as it is. However, 
these moments sometimes kill 
the seriousness of the high-
anxiety situations with which 
they are juxtaposed.
Overall, most moviegoers will 
enjoy “A Simple Favor.” Though 
it makes use of tropes across 
several genres, the film has a 
certain originality. The mystery 
pulls together without loose 
ends — as long as one doesn’t 
look too deep into how perfectly 
things fall into place during 
the last third of the movie. “A 
Simple Favor” can come off as 
a bit too wacky, but for a casual 
viewer, its dark dramatics, sexy 
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STOP TEXTING 
WHILE DRIVING.
STAY AWARE. SAVE A LIFE.
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As this past weekend marked the change from 
summer to fall, it seemed fitting to focus on the 
fall season for this week’s playlist. Though we do 
live in Mississippi, which means it’ll take a while 
for the weather to cool off, we can still hope 
that we will see cooler weather soon. Either way, 
hopefully this playlist gets you in the mood for 
fall.
This is one of the most fitting 
songs on this playlist for fall in 
Mississippi, because November 
is still part of hurricane season. 
At almost eight minutes long, 
“November Rain” feels more 
operatic than normal rock music 
— but in the best way possible. 
Soon enough, we’ll all know how 
the cold November rain feels. 
This song is another classic Ed 
Sheeran song about heartbreak, 
but this one happens in autumn 
and has an essence of the 
season. Sheeran has a great way 
of emoting through his voice, 
and his performance on this 
song is no exception.
This is one of Green Day’s 
most famous songs. Lead singer 
Billie Joe Armstrong said that 
this song was about the time 
period when his father passed 
away and the 9/11 attacks had 
just happened and how he 
just wanted to sleep through 
it all. It is a great song about 
contemplating the past and 




Start Your Morning Right
+ =
Oxford’s Morning Newspaper 
STOP TEXTING 
WHILE DRIVING.
STAY AWARE. SAVE A LIFE.
MAKE THE DM  
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Download the free Daily Mississippian app
on your iPhone, iPad and Android device.
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  1 ___ France 
  6 Icicle site
10 Simple rhyme scheme 












32 Give it ___!
33 Corn
36 Calendar abbr.
39  What ___ mind 
reader?
40 Have ___ to pick
41  Completely without 
madness
42 Barker and Bell
43 Stem
44 Compare
















  1 Capri, for one
  2 Secular
  3 Hydroxyl compound
  4 Comedian Carvey
  5 Least difficult
  6 PC panic button
  7 On ___ with (equal to)
  8 Be a guest
  9  Put out, in the old 
days
10  Charlotte ___, Virgin 
Islands
11  Fabric hand-dyeing 
technique
12 Appliance brand
13  Sudden explosive 
noise
21 Literary monogram









37 Like a line, briefly












55  James of “The 
Godfather”
56 Small children
57 Out of control
58 Full of streaks
61 A collection of articles





Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
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Time inside help and DELIVERY 
DRIVERS. Apply in person or at 
Careerspj.com 
Rebels finish strong, place fourth at Shoal Creek Invitational
The Ole Miss men’s golf 
team returned to action this 
week, placing fourth as a team 
in the Shoal Creek Invitational 
at the Shoal Creek Club in 
Birmingham, Alabama. The 
Rebels finished strong in their 
final rounds and had the same 
finish they achieved in the 2017 
Shoal Creek Invitational.
Ole Miss kicked off the 
tourney with a first-round 
288(E), highlighted by solid 
play from several Rebels. 
Freshman Jackson Suber fired 
a first round 70(-2) , finding 
himself in T7 after 18 holes. 
Sophomore Cecil Wegener had 
a solid start with a first-round 
71(-1), good enough for T12 
after the first of three rounds. 
Senior Braden Thornberry shot 
a first-round 72(E), placing 
him in T16 after the first round 
in the tournament he won last 
season. Freshman Jack Gnam 
didn’t show any nerves in his 
first collegiate start, shooting 
a first-round 72(E), placing 
him in T16. The Rebels were in 
sixth as play finished Monday 
afternoon, eight strokes back 
from first.
Weather once again played 
a factor this week, as second-
round play was suspended late 
Monday afternoon because 
of severe weather around 
the Birmingham area. The 
Rebels came out early Tuesday 
morning to finish off their 
second round, shooting a team 
total of 289(+1).
Suber and Thornberry led 
the Tuesday morning charge, 
both shooting a second-
round 71(-1) to lead Ole Miss. 
Wegener continued his solid 
play, firing a second-round 
73(+1). Senior Josh Seiple 
bounced back with a second-
round 74(+2). Redshirt 
freshman Charlie Miller shot a 
second-round 75(+3).
The Rebels combined to 
shoot a team total of 293(+5) 
in round three as conditions 
on the course continued to 
worsen on Tuesday, following 
the rain from the night 
before. Thornberry led the 
Rebels, shooting a final-round 
71(-1). Miller improved on 
his total with a final-round 
73(+1). Suber fired a final-
round 74(+2). Wegener and 
Seiple both shot a final-round 
75(+3).
Ole Miss finished fourth 
overall, with a three-round 
total of 870(+6). The Rebels 
were one of three SEC teams 
that finished in the top five at 
the Shoal Creek Invitational, 
joining Texas A&M and 
Vanderbilt, which finished 
first and third, respectively.
The Rebels will be back in 
action next week, competing 
from Sept. 30 to Oct. 2 in the 
Erin Hills Intercollegiate in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, at 
the historic Erin Hills golf 
course. Following the Erin 
Hills Intercollegiate, Ole Miss 
will finish three straight weeks 
in action as the team travels 
to Nashville to play in the 
Franklin American Mortgage 
Intercollegiate at The Grove.
MACK GORDON
THEDMSPORTS@GMAIL.COM
PHOTO COURTESY: OLE MISS SPORTS
Braden Thornberry competes in the NCAA Tuscaloosa Regional in 2016.
The Voice of Ole Miss
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HOW TO PLAY
Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with 
no repeats.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL
Rebels finish strong, place fourth at Shoal Creek InvitationalInjuries forcing veteran defensive backs to play out of position
PHONE IN ONE HAND
IN THE OTHER
TICKET
Injuries have devastated Ole 
Miss’ secondary throughout 
the first four games of this 
season.
Junior Jaylon Jones suffered 
a season-ending ACL injury 
in the Rebels’ season opener 
against Texas Tech — a game 
in which he also returned a 
kickoff for a touchdown. Two 
weeks later, junior Montrell 
Custis suffered the same 
injury, which will sideline 
him for the remainder of the 
season.
Luckily for the Rebels, they 
have a secondary filled with 
experienced upperclassmen 
that can step up in their places. 
Defensive coordinator Wesley 
McGriff and co-defensive 
coordinator Jason Jones 
have shuffled guys around to 
different positions to make up 
for these injury losses.
“We have about three or four 
guys who are smart enough 
(that) we can shuffle them 
around,” Jones said. “They will 
learn and not miss a beat.”
Zedrick Woods, a 5-foot-11 
senior from Lake City, Florida, 
is a guy the coaches are 
expecting to be a difference-
maker, moving forward. He’s 
had a solid season so far, with 
27 tackles throughout four 
games and an interception 
during the Kent State game.
“(Woods) can fill in at any 
position back there,” Jones 
said. “He’s worked at nickel, 
strong safety (and) free safety.”
Myles Hartsfield is another 
guy whom the coaches believe 
can be a factor at multiple 
positions in the secondary. 
Hartsfield hasn’t been as 
productive as Woods has so 
far this season, but his two 
interceptions last year show 
that he has the ability to find 
the ball.
“Myles is working at corner, 
and he’s also working at our 
(nickel) position,” Jones said.
Along with Woods and 
Hartsfield, senior Javien 
Hamilton has also been tasked 
with playing at multiple 
positions. Hamilton, like 
Hartsfield, doesn’t have mind-
blowing stats so far in 2018, 
with just eight total tackles 
through four games. However, 
his three picks last year tied 
for the team lead, and coaches 
are hoping to see more of that 
from him.
“(Hamilton) is also working 
corner and at the nickel 
position,” Jones said. “All 
three of those guys (Woods, 
Hartsfield and Hamilton) have 
a high football IQ and play 
with good instincts.”
Ole Miss is expecting to get 
senior Ken Webster back this 
week from a hamstring injury 
that had him out of the last 
two games. His return should 
give the Rebel secondary some 
much-needed depth for the 
team’s trip to Baton Rouge.
“You have to be a student 
of the game, and those guys 
put a lot of time into studying 
tape and watching tape,” Jones 
said. “Some guys are able to 
do it, and some aren’t. Being 
around them and being with 
them for a period of time, you 
can usually tell which ones can 
handle multiple positions and 
which ones probably need to 
focus on just one.”
JUSTIN DIAL
THEDMSPORTS@GMAIL.COM
FILE PHOTO: ARIEL COBBERT
Zedrick Woods tackles running back Kerryon Johnson during Ole Miss’ game versus Auburn in 2017. Auburn won the 
game 44-23.
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Win Ole Miss Football Tickets
Two people can win a pair of tickets  
to see the Rebels take on UL Monroe Oct. 6. 
Go to The Retreat and Salsarita’s  
to enter for your chance to win.
One entry per person. Employees of the Student Media Center and their immediate families are not eligible for contest. Winner’s photo will be used in promotional materials.
 One winner will be chosen from each location.
2405 Anderson Road
662.550.2003 1801 W. Jackson Ave., 662.638.0595
CONGRATULATIONS to Kent State Ticket Winners 
Tyler Long and Katie Riley
29510
Winner will be announced on Rebel Radio 
Thursday,  
October 4
Four weeks in: Still nothing is certain about the Rebels
With a record of 3-1 (0-1 
SEC), the Ole Miss football 
team is stuck at a perplexing 
juncture in its 2018 campaign. 
After four games, the Rebels 
have played eight good 
quarters of football and eight 
that represent some of the 
lowest depths the football 
program has reached since 
the Ed Orgeron era. Yet 
they’re 3-1, boast one of the 
top-scoring offenses in the 
nation and are less-than-two-
touchdown underdogs for their 
Saturday night kickoff against 
No. 5 LSU.
The general malaise 
surrounding the program is 
interesting but justified. After 
Ole Miss opened its season 
with a 20-point victory against 
Texas Tech, spirits soared. The 
offense hit on all cylinders, 
and Wesley McGriff’s defense 
looked respectable against 
Kliff Kingsbury’s high-powered 
air raid attack. But then the 
first half against Southern 
Illinois happened. And the 
62-7 home loss to Alabama 
happened. And the 7-7 first-
half draw against Kent State 
happened.
This Ole Miss team is 
genuinely unpredictable. It 
isn’t absurd to suggest that 
the Rebels could drive down 
to Baton Rouge and hang 45 
points and 600 yards on LSU’s 
defense, but it also wouldn’t 
be surprising if they scored 13 
and coughed the ball up four 
times. The variance with this 
team is astonishing and is the 
greatest contributing factor to 
the melancholy that engulfs 
most of the Rebels’ fan base.
Before the year began, nearly 
all college football outlets 
— Sporting News, Bleacher 
Report, SEC Country and 
Athlon Sports — predicted Ole 
Miss to finish sixth or seventh 
in the SEC West. And with a 
third of the season complete, 
there is certainly a possibility 
that these predictions come 
true. However, this Ole Miss 
team has a legitimate shot to 
finish with eight wins — the 
program’s highest total since 
2015. Let’s look at the Rebels’ 
remaining schedule.
To more effectively examine 
the next eight games, we’ll 
group them into three 




The big reason that the 
San Antonio Spurs won 50 or 
more games per year for 18 
straight years (1999-2017) was 
that they cleaned up against 
inferior competition. They 
might have lost high-profile, 
nationally televised games, but 
they rarely lost to sub-.500 
teams. Since 2012, Ole Miss 
has performed similarly. ULM 
doesn’t have the athletes to 
compete with Ole Miss, and 
Arkansas is arguably the worst 
Power Five football program 
in the country. Ole Miss will 
wallop both of these schools.
Losses: LSU, Auburn
Though neither of these 
teams has the offensive 
strength that Ole Miss does, 
these gaps aren’t large enough 
to make up for the Rebel 
defense. Playing in Baton 
Rouge is hard enough, but 
kicking off at 8:15 p.m. in 
Death Valley is a task that 
should make grown men 
tremble. And though Auburn 
is coming off a loss to LSU, 
Auburn’s No. 22 defense and 
preseason Heisman candidate 
Jarrett Stidham will prove 
to be too much for Ole Miss. 
Unless a major injury occurs 
or the stars align for an 
improbable upset, the Rebels 
will drop both of these games.
Toss-Ups: Texas 
A&M, South Carolina, 
Vanderbilt, 
Mississippi State
Since 2016, Ole Miss is just 
5-12 in SEC play, including an 
SEC home record of 2-7. The 
Rebels will face Texas A&M 
and Vanderbilt on the road 
and will host South Carolina 
and Mississippi State at 
Vaught-Hemingway. These 
four games will determine the 
trajectory of the program and 
whether or not a respectable 
final win tally is in tow.
Since 2012, Ole Miss has 
evenly split six contests with 
Texas A&M and has won 4 of 
6 against both Vanderbilt and 
Mississippi State. Ole Miss 
hasn’t faced South Carolina 
since the 2009 upset of the 
then No. 4 Rebels, 16-10.
Realistically, Ole Miss will 
likely split these four games. 
Texas A&M’s Kellen Mond 
and Mississippi State’s Nick 
Fitzgerald are two of the 
better dual-threat passers in 
the nation and should pose 
serious issues for Ole Miss’ 
120th-ranked defense. But the 
exception to this prediction is 
the Egg Bowl. Rivalry games 
are largely unpredictable, but 
they typically favor the team 
with the least to lose. With no 
bowl game in its future and a 
potential shot at an eight-win 
season, give me Ole Miss. The 




FILE PHOTO: BILLY SCHUERMAN
Ole Miss receiver Braylon Sanders picks up a first down inside the red zone against LSU during the 2017 season.
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